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Full Service Printing at a Reasonable Price.
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Eustis, FL 32726
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Jeff Tabb (352) 430-7197
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Licensed & Insured
Family Owned & Operated

US Army Veteran and Lake County Native 

Specializing In Epoxy Garage Floors
Paver Cleaning & Sealing

Concrete Grinding

TABB SERVICES, LLC. Mobile

Lynn Matthews
Pet Grooming

by

For Appointment, Please Call:
(863) 581-9654

Umatilla

352-669-2146
astor

352-759-2244

Let us know how we may be of service.

www.BeyersFuneralHome.com

For your safety, we adhere to all CDC and Florida Department of Health guidelines to ensure our buildings are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

Beyers Is Open 
and WIll 

COntInue tO Care
for you and your loved one 

with the same care as we have 
for the past 100 years.

•  We offer virtual family appointments by phone and email to allow you to make arrangements from the safety of your home.
•  We offer a complimentary tribute video, that will be posted on the Beyers website so that families who do not want to have a service at this time 
 or loved ones who cannot attend the service can still honor your loved one.
• We still offer ceremonies in our chapel. In adherence to social distancing guidelines, currently allowing the chapel at 50% capacity.
• We encourage at risk individuals to please stay home. You can reach out to the family through our obituary page.
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AMY NIELSON

Former Umatilla Middle Staff Member Working To Support Families With Exceptional Needs
By Amy Nielsen
 I spent most of my childhood and 
professional career in Umatilla.  My family moved 
to North Lake County in 1980, and I joined the 
staff at Umatilla Middle School in 2005 as media 
specialist and television production teacher.  I 
left Umatilla Middle School to be a full-time 
stay-at-home mom to my youngest son, Barclay, 
and moved to Seminole County.  Although I no 
longer live nor work in Umatilla, I will always 
consider the community home and the residents 
friends.
 Barclay was typically developing like his 
older siblings, Danielle, Olivia, and Trent, until 
around 18 months.  I’ll never forget the moment I 
knew he wouldn’t follow the path as his siblings, 
and it felt like a punch to the gut.  He had begun 
to use two-word phrases, and one morning, as 
he was waving bye to his dad, I saw him struggle 
to speak.  Instead of progressing in speech, he 
regressed, losing all ability to communicate 
verbally.
 Over the next year, we’d notice him 
struggle to maintain eye contact or respond to 
his name.  He would line up toys rather than 
play with them.  He suffered from low frustration 
tolerance and a severe limitation in what and 
how much he would eat.  He could not focus 
even for a few minutes on any task and seemed 
oblivious to things that could be dangerous, 
such as running into a busy street.  Our family 
was in chaos, and for this first time in my life, I 
felt incompetent as a mother.
 Speech therapy was unsuccessful, 
occupational therapy was unsuccessful, and 
pre-school kicked him out.  They couldn’t meet 
his needs anymore.  I didn’t feel like I could 

The Shockley Hill Report

News From THE HILL
By Rosalie Bloys

669-3635

 Another week has gone by, we are only 
one week away from the end of the month, and 
only two weeks before daylight savings time 
kicks in.  Spring is around the corner!
 Debbie had an open house at the Hill 
thrift store last Saturday.  Folks drifted in all 
morning and it was nice to visit and chat.  Just 
a reminder that there is a lending library in the 
store for the community to take advantage of.
 Saturday, February 27, is the Shockley 
Hill community road clean-up that Betty 
Keister and Jane Walsh started many moons 
ago.  Everyone is asked to go to the clubhouse 
at 9 a.m. to get bags and gloves and any young 
folks who wish to receive a certificate for three 
hours of community service are asked to also go 
at 9 a.m. to the clubhouse to sign in and receive 
instructions.  After the clean-up, at noon there 
will be a picnic and games at the clubhouse.  It 
promises to be a nice day so it should be fun.
 The next business meeting of the Hill 
club will be on Tuesday, March 2, at 6 p.m.  All 

are welcome to attend as all input is greatly 
appreciated.  Have you paid your annual Hill club 
dues yet?  If not, see either Debbie or Christine.
 I donated to the ‘Save the Manatee Club’ 
and adopted a manatee named Annie.  I visited 
Blue Springs with friends about a week ago.  
Although the manatees were out in the river due 
to warm weather,  I learned that Annie was about 
to give birth to a calf.  I thought that was exciting 
news!
 Just thought I would pass on a little 
information for whatever it is worth.  For some 
reason in my old age, I developed eczema.  I just 
could not understand why.  I found out that I had 
developed an allergy to wheat gluten for some 
reason and went on a gluten-free diet with NO 
cheating.  Redness and itching for the most part 
disappeared in about a month.  I understand 
that 70% of the time wheat allergy is what causes 
eczema and it can take two or more months to 
get out of your system.  I share this with you just 
in case you have eczema or know someone who 
does.
 If you need any information regarding the 
facilities offered by the Hill club, please call Phil 
or Debbie at 669-6981 or Christine at 669-2520.
 Have a great week and stay healthy.  ’Til 
next time.

either.
 Between the ages of two and three years, 
Barclay was diagnosed with Childhood Apraxia 
of Speech (a motor planning disorder), Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).
 Over the next few years, I immersed 
myself in learning everything I could to help 
Barclay thrive, uncovering resources that weren’t 
readily available.  I advocated on his behalf even 
when some professionals I turned to told me I 
was wrong.  I educated everyone around him 
to understand his unique needs, rather than 
expecting him to adapt to theirs.  At nearly six 
years old, with proper support and a team of 
dedicated professionals, Barclay has emerged as 
a happy little guy with a bright future.
 Throughout this journey, I began to 
believe my calling was bigger than Barclay.  It 
became my mission to help un-overwhelm and 
support families like my own.
 I started the Big Abilities blog and 
podcast in late 2018, where I share resources, 
support, and build community among families of 
exceptional children.  Since then, it has reached 
over 30,000 families.

 In addition, I joined a local non-profit, 
Collaborative Corner for Exceptional Children, 
founded by Lake County resident and parent 
of an exceptional child, Jessica Barisano.  
Collaborative Corner is a group of industry-
leading professionals with the mission of offering 
all the resources and services families of children 
with exceptionalities need in one place.
 If you have a child with a diagnosed or 
suspected developmental delay or disability and 
need resources, referrals, or support in any way, 
please feel free to reach out to me at anielsen@
collaborativecorner.org.
 You can also follow my blog at www.
bigablities.com and follow Collaborative Corner 
at www.collaborativecorner.org.

 Four community leaders have joined the 
Education Foundation of Lake County Board of 
Directors.
 The new members include:
· Lee Woods, President of Lee Woods Construction
· Lori Baker, real estate agent at Baker Hampton 
Team at BNB Realty
· Alise Morris, Business Development Manager 
at Ernie Morris Enterprises
· Matthew Hackler, financial advisor at Raymond 
James/Collier Financial Solutions
 The Board of Directors is made up of 35 
local volunteers who provide operational and 
financial guidance to the Education Foundation 
of Lake County, the direct support organization 
for Lake County Public Schools.  The foundation 
partners with the district to provide programs 
and services for all teachers and students in 
grades K-12.  Additionally, it is the district’s 
liaison with the Florida Department of Education 
responsible for awards and recognition programs 
for Lake County Schools.  Foundation board 
members meet monthly to review the non-for-
profit’s finances, evaluate the organization’s 
needs, and help secure resources to enhance 
the quality of education.
 “We are grateful to have these local 
leaders on our board, volunteering their time 
and expertise to further our mission to connect 
our community and public education for the 
benefit of Lake County students and teachers,” 
said Carman Cullen-Batt, Executive Director of 
the Education Foundation of Lake County.
 Established in 1987, the Education 
Foundation of Lake County is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization and designated direct 
support organization for Lake County Schools.  
Its mission is to serve as the connection 
between our community and public education, 
evaluating needs and securing resources to 
enhance the quality of education.  The Education 
Foundation of Lake County operates for the 
benefit of students and teachers in Lake County 
Public Schools.

Education Foundation 
Announces New 
Board Members


